APPROVED 

Broadband Advisory Council 

Regular Meeting

December 10, 2010 
TIME AND PLACE: The Broadband Advisory Council meeting was called to order at 10:36 AM, on December 10, 2010 in room 103 at the Southwest Higher Education Center in Abingdon, VA.
MEMBERS PRESENT: Delegate Kathy Byron, Chairperson

Heather Gold, Vice Chairperson 
· attended via phone from: 

13865 Sunrise Valley Drive, Herndon, VA 20171



       Delegate Joe May

       Ray LaMura




       Bryan David




       Laura Lee




       Duront Walton
Secretary Jim Duffey, attended via phone from: CIT, 2214 Rock Hill Road, Herndon, Virginia 20170
MEMBERS ABSENT:  Delegate Clarence Phillips
      Senator Phillip Puckett




      Secretary Jim Cheng

STAFF PRESENT:  Karen Jackson




Caroline Stolle

OTHERS PRESENT: Generra Peck (Secretary Cheng’s office), attended via phone



   Susan Rubin, attended via phone

ESTABLISHMENT OF A QUORUM: With six members of the council present, a quorum was established. 

CALL TO ORDER: The meeting was called to order at 10:36 AM.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: The council reviewed the October 12th meeting minutes. Duront Walton motioned to approve the minutes, Ray LaMura seconded, all agreed.  

REPORTING REQUIREMENTS BRIEFING:  Karen Jackson discussed the items that need to be addressed in the report to the governor. 

REPORT DISCUSSION OVERVIEW: 
· The council discussed the importance of assuring the broadband availability data presented on the map is accurate to better the deployment of broadband.


· ACTION ITEM: Staff will contact VEDP to make sure the telecommunications data is visible through the Virginia scan database. 

· RECOMMENDATION: Delegate May recommended that broadband be made a standard part of an incentive package to prospective Virginia businesses and that VEDP be given the authority to guarantee last mile service. 

· Delegate Byron suggested that the council present to legislators (potentially through Science and Tech or JCOTS) on Virginia schools’ connectedness with a caveat that the data is 18 months old. 

· Delegate May discussed how some people don’t know the level of connection they need for the applications they use.  
· ACTION ITEM: Staff and industry reps agreed to develop a list of common internet uses and recommended connectivity speeds tool for the www.wired.virginia.gov website.

· Delegate May suggested that the report include a mission statement discussing the reason for creating the broadband map. 

· ACTION ITEM: Delegate Byron requested a report on how much federal funding is provided to Virginia annually for broadband initiatives through the USAC’s e-rate and rural health funds.

· Laura Lee talked about how the Universal Services fund allows schools, libraries and healthcare providers to cut the cost of their internet connection. 

· Delegate May suggested that the report included an explanation of the different kinds of broadband. 

· ACTION ITEM: Staff will work on the report and send it to the council members. 




CABLE/COOP DISCUSSION: 
Ray LaMura briefed the council on the discussions between cable providers and electric cooperatives related to pole attachments and the Janis bill #1439 The rates for pole attachments are increasing and the two groups have not been able to come to an agreement regarding mutually acceptable fees. 
Susan Rubin said that there is a difference in terms of the lack of density which forces each member to absorb more of the cost. 

Delegates May and Byron encouraged the two sides to come to a resolution and recommended that the council remain neutral.
NEXT MEETING: The next meeting will be planned for post legislative session. 
ADJOURN: The meeting was adjourned at 1:04 PM. 
