APPROVED 
Broadband Advisory Council 
Regular Meeting

August 24, 2010

TIME AND PLACE: The Broadband Advisory Council meeting was called to order at 10:10 AM, on August 24, 2010 at Central Virginia Community College, 3506 Wards Rd., Lynchburg, VA 24502 in Merritt Hall rooms 5124-5125. 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Delegate Kathy Byron




      Heather Gold




      Ray LaMura




      Bryan David




      Delegate Joe May




      Laura Lee

                                          Senator Puckett (by phone; located at First Bank & Trust                                                                                                    Company 236 West Main Street Lebanon, VA  24266)
MEMBERS ABSENT: Delegate Clarence Phillips




    Duront Walton




    Secretary Jim Duffey 




    Secretary Jim Cheng
STAFF PRESENT:
Karen Jackson




Caroline Stolle

OTHERS PRESENT: Maria Everett, FOIA Council




  Susan Seigfried, Assistant Attorney General (by phone)

CALL TO ORDER AND INTRODUCTIONS: Ms. Karen Jackson, staff, called the meeting to order at 10:10AM and the members introduced themselves. 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: This was the first meeting of the Broadband Advisory Council therefore there were no minutes to be approved. 
FOIA ORIENTATION: Maria Everett, FOIA Advisory Council, gave a presented a FOIA orientation. 
ELECTIONS: The Broadband Advisory Council needed to elect a Chairperson and a Vice Chairperson. 

· Delegate May nominated Delegate Byron as Chairperson and Delegate Phillips as Vice Chairperson

· Delegate Byron nominated Delegate May as Chairperson

· Heather Gold announced her interest as either Chairperson or Vice Chairperson and as such,  Delegate May withdrew his nomination of Delegate Phillips and nominated Heather Gold as Vice Chairperson

· Ray LaMura seconded the nomination of Delegate Byron as Chairperson and Heather Gold as Vice Chairperson

· Ms. Karen Jackson requested the council vote on the nominees.

· Council unanimously agreed.

· Delegate Byron is elected as Chairperson and Heather Gold is elected as Vice Chairperson. 
BROADBAND HISTORY/STATUS PRESENTATION: Ms. Karen Jackson presented the history and current status of Virginia broadband and its initiatives. This presentation can be made available by contacting caroline.stolle@cit.org. 
AREAS OF FOCUS: The council discussed issues that should be areas of focus for future meetings.  These areas are listed below.

· “Plan B” for areas that did not receive NTIA/RUS funding - How will Virginia proceed with broadband buildout and application deployment after the NTIA/RUS funding rounds are complete. 
· Addressing the problem of barriers to the deployment of broadband infrastructure such as railroad crossing and pole attachments fees in rural areas, inability to efficiently cross national forests  and the need to reduce the construction of duplicative infrastructure to identify existing state assets that can be leveraged to lower last mile deployment costs…
· Despite legislation several years ago to facilitate cooperation, WISPs are still prevented from obtaining space on existing State police towers Ideas for cell towers such as high school light poles, camouflaged towers, etc. 
· Best practices Last mile solutions (where are they and can we get them to present at future meetings)
· Telemedicine/EMR usage as an application capable of providing revenues for rural broadband deployments 

NEXT MEETING: The council discussed holding the next meeting in Charlottesville in October on a date TBD
PUBLIC COMMENT: There were no additional comments from the public.  
ADJOURN: The meeting was adjourned at 1:28pm. 
